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United States National Committee of Organisation Mondiale pour I'Education Préscolaire Summer 2005

President’'s M essage

Gwen Goe
Dear OMEP Members: ek
OMEP-USNC isan organization of actively engaged membersand committed leaders. Our
The website has membership continuesto increase and members are requesting opportunitiesto assumeleader-
|oads of interesting shiprolesintheorganization. | am proudto beapart of such avibrant and dynamic group of
Ig,]:,? Egaat',gmntz,bgg; professionals. Hereisasample of member activitiesand upcoming events:
can also contact +  Tsunami Apped collects$4000 from OMEP-USNC members.
our webmaster, % GeneGeist redesignsand manages OM EP-USNC website-Www. omep-usnc.org.
Se%?r%e'hsitrhbg % LeahAdamsservesaskeynoteand severa members present at Warwick Early Years
message from our Conference-Coventry, England.
el ip gl i +* President CoeattendsEarly Literacy Round Table-Oxford, England.
o uahts and < LitaHaddal presentsNorwegian Child Care at theACEI/OMEPbreakfast.
oughts and ideas. \
Or contact him % EdnaRanck represents OMEP-USNC at theWorld Forumin Montreal.
directly at + BlytheHinitz, Helen Botanerescue, and Milly Cowlesparticipatein Spotlight Forum at
\,\,eb;e|SJt Adb—gr'g;.du NAEY C Professiona Development Institute.
http:/lomep-usnc.org ¢ LillianKatz will keynote World OM EP conferencein Havana, CubaJduly, 2005.

Several OMEP-USNC memberswill travel to Cubato present and attend conference.
+ EdnaRanck chairsthelnternational Film Festival at NAEY C December, 2005.
¢ LitaHadda chairstheElections Committee.
+¢ Judi Esteschairsthe 0-3 USreport for World OMEP.,
— - ¢ JoanneHoffman chairsthe Bylawsrevision committee.
J.:!N\_. +» John Surr servesasliaisonto Children’sRightsAdvocacy effortsin\Washington.

Cj\/ ¢+ Dodie Sailor chairsthe Children’sDay committeewhichis celebrated November 20.

« KateKolchinservesasour representativeto the United Nations.
T + Gwen Coe, EdnaRanck, Amy LinTanfacilitate Online Interest Forum, Fall, 2005.
o=t e s« Carol . . .
E I'" e X ol Darcy chairsthe membership committee.
o= ++ JohnettaM orrison chairsthe poster session committeefor NAEY C December, 2005.
¢ Dr. Gelengul Haktanir, OMEP-Turkey National President, and Dr. Tulin Guler will present
at NAEY C December, 2005 on Turkish early childhood practices.

Newsletter Editor:

Lita Haddal Remember that membership renewalswill be mailed in September for the 2006 year. Your
e e member ship renewal and continued support of OMEP-USNC isvery important and vital
Send all submissions to thework that isaccomplished in supporting and advocating for children’srights. Invitea

and correspondence to

lita.haddal @dpistate wi.us colleaguetojoin OR giveagift subscription ( for only $20.00 without thejournal). Looking
forward to your continued participation. We have established several committeesand have
1 many waysfor each of you to participate more actively in the organi zation.




OMEP News

Gene Geist hasgraciously consented to man-
age our websitewhich hehasal so redesigned.
Itisclassy, colorful and user-friendly. If you
have suggestions please send them to both
Gene (gei st@ohio.edu)

and to Gwen Coe (coe@uwpl att.edu).

Findinformation from your region, upcoming
events, international links, research reports,
Children's Day activitiesand more at http://
www.omep-usnc.org. A marvelousaddition
isthe Early Childhood Research & Practice

International

(ECRP), abilingud Internet journa onthede-
velopment, care, and education of young chil-
dren.

-

OMEP-USNC isextremely grate-
ful to Nancy Quisenberry for her
many years of serviceand and skill
in maintaining our presence on the
web.

Thank you Nancy!!

Y,

Sessions

at NAEYC Conference

Plan now to learn more about early childhood
in Scandinaviaat theNAEY CAnnua Con-
ference & ExpoinWashington, D.C., De-
cember 7-10, 2005. Attend the 2-hour
session " Scandinavian Child Care: Pioneersin
Designof Universal Preschools,” presented
by OMEP membersPirkko Zweife and Lita
Hadda. Pirkkoisanativeof Finland, now
working for the State of Wisconsin Child
Care Section. Litahastaught in and directed
prechoolsin Norway for many years. Join
fellow OMEP-USNC membersat theannual
OMEP Membership Mesting, thelnterna-

tional Socia Conversation Hour and Poster
Session, the OMEP Film Festival and numer-
ousother sessionsand eventsrevolving
around international themesand issues.

A scheduleof international sessonsand
eventswill be publishedinthe OMEP-
USNC Fall Newd etter.

For moreinformation onthe NAEY C 2005
Annual Conferenceand Expo, visit
www.haeyc.org or phone, (800) 424-2460,
extenson 11211.
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Child Careon Top of theWorld.

Amy LauraDombro & Pernille Recommended
Weis-Fogh. Young Children, .
January 2004. Read about child Reading & Resources

careinnorthern Norway ontheidand
of Spittsbergenintheregion hostingthe
OMEPWorld Assembly 2006.

An ElectronicAge Sory: Building Global RelationshipsThrough thelnter net.
DianeE. Levin& Olav @stvold. Young Children, July 2002. Early childhood practitio-
nersmet through an early childhood e-mail listserv. Sharing problemsand solutions
becameadynamic and transforming experience.

TheHuman Rightsof Infantsand Toddlers: A Comparison of Child-CarePhiloso-
phiesin Europe, Australia, New Zealand, and theUnited Sates. J. Ronald Lally.
Zeroto Three, January 2005. Theway societiesdefinethebasic rightsof small children
determinesthequality of carethey receive.

OMEP News

Message from the Editor

AsChair of the Elections Committee, | had the opportunity to phone many OMEP members
during the past few weeks. Aswe chatted, | asked them about their sphere of influenceand
their rolesasteacher-educators. Severa felt their studentswere not onthe“global” wave-
length; forming astudent chapter of OM EPwould betoo much of astretch for them. Thisgot
me thinking about how we so often apply our OMEP advocacy for children outside our coun-
try boundariesand forget to apply it first at homein our every aspect of educating othersabout
children and healthy childhoods.

Whilenot necessarily leading new early childhood educetion studentsto an activerolein OMER,
teacher-educatorscanincorporate the principlesof OMEP guiddinesinto their curriculumon
gppropriate guidance and quaity environmentsfor children.

Six yearsago OMEP International met to draft the Global Guidelinesfor Early Childhood
Education. Later OMEP-USNC submitted an addendum to the guidelinesregarding the me-
diaenvironment of children. TheOMEPFilm Festival thiscomingfal at theNAEY C Confer-
encewill addressthe need to protect children from negative mediainfluenceand how to select
filmsfor children.

On page 14, you will find research resultswhich confirmthe need to
regulatethe mediaenvironment of children. Thedangersfor children
and thethreat to their authentic play experiencesareasred asthose '
of third world children suffering play deprivation.

Advocacy for children must begin at homeinavery real sense. 3

-Lita Haddal, editor m



- OMEP-USNC Board Reports

Elections Committee

CommitteeMembers:
LitaHaddal, Chair
Carol Darcy
SusenMiller
JohnettaMorrison

Thecommitteehasbegun assembling candidates
for theupcoming dection. Thefollowing board
positionsareup for eection: President, Vice-
President, Region 2 Representative, Region 4
Representative.

The committee has been fortunate to already
have secured four highly qualified candidates
torunfor theofficesof president and vice-presi-
dent. Wealso havetwo eager candidatesfor
the Regional Representative slots. We are
seeking asecond namefor each of those posi-
tionsto complete the ballot. Recommenda-
tionsfrom the membership would be appreci-
ated.

Theballotswill besent out inearly fall witha
short bio, photo, and vision statement for each
candidate.

The candidatessofar are:
President

Candidate #1 EdnaRanck
Candidate#2 Nancy Brown

VicePresdent
Candidate#1 Carol Darcy
Candidate# 2 James Hoot

Region |1 Representative
(IL, IN, MI, OH, WI)
Candidate#1 Lynn Staley
Candidate #2

Region|V Representative

(AL, FL, GA, MI, NC, SC)
Candidate#1 Maryann Manning
Candidate#2

Newsletter Editor

LitaHaddal edited the OMEP-USNC
Winter 2005 Newd etter, her second issueas
newsdl etter editor. It wasahugeissueof forty
pagesduelargely to the Tsunami Appeal and
theneedto publicizeit. Over six pages of
theissuewerededicated to tsunami informa:
tion and advocacy news. Contributorswere
very much appreciated. They were: Alicia
Pagnano, Amy LinTan, BlytheHinitz, Cathy
Mogharreban, EdnaRanck, Gwen Coe,
Leah Adams, Lenore Wineberg, and Kate
Kolchin.

Gwen Coe spent agreat deal of time updat-
ing the email addresses of membersand
tracking the proceduresfor printing and
distributing the newdetter. Thenewdetter
wasgeneroudy printed and mailed out by the
Council for Professiona Recognitionin
Washington, D.C., whereour contact is
Elizabeth Pascucci, Publications Department
Manager. Milly Cowles, new OMEP-
USNC Treasurer, hasbeen very diligent
about updating members mailinginformation.
With the new OMEP-USNC website
congtruction, thereisexciting potentia for
posting thenewd etter swiftly initswhole
format or asindividual topica postingswith
ensuing updates.

The next newd etter will beginto becompiled
following the Spring Board Meetingwith
completion and di stribution expected mid-
June. Includedinthisissuewill be: reports
from Regiona Representatives, amessage
from the president, committeereports,
initiative updates, and the Call for Proposals
for the OM EP Poster Session.



The OMEP Executive Committeemetin
Santiago, ChileinApril, hosted by the World
President SdmaSimongtein. Inadditionto
the Executive Committee meetings, all
members served as speakersat aspecial
conferenceon The Preparation of Those
Who Carefor and Educate Small Childrenin
the 21st Century.

President SdlmaSimonstein reported that she
isvery pleased with the hard work that the
Cuban OMEP Committeeisputting forth for
the 2005 World Assembly July 11-15in
Havana. Sheexpectsthe conferenceto be
quite successful and suggested that interms
of going to Cuba, we must not look at what
istheredlity of lifeunder Castro, but the
instead look at thereality of progressfor
early childhood education. Thedeadlinefor
poster and session proposalsisMay 31.

Threepotential dliancesfor OMEPwere
discussed and will be put beforethe World
Assembly in Cubain July: TheCentreof
Excdlencefor Early Childhood Devel opment
(CEECD) based at the University Montred
that isprepared to communicateinthethree
OMEPIlanguages, theLatinAmerican
research organization caled CINDE that is
supported by/aligned with UNESCO and
UNICEF; and the Global Alliance spon-
sored by NAEY C.

Thegenerosity of the USNC and Canada
OMEP contributionsto the OMEP Tsunami
Apped wasnoted. The Executive Commit-
tee cannot determinethe specific project that
will beidentified for the OMEPTsunami
Appea fundsuntil theWorld OMEP Trea-
surer hasreceived al of the pledged money.
Thefundswill beusedfor aprojectin
conjunction with UNICEF and will beone

forwhichitisclearly identified that it was
funded by OMEP. Meanwhile, Joan Waters,
Regional VicePresdent for Asaandthe
Pacific, isworking with UNICEF personnel
and with our UNICEF representativein New
York, Kate Kolchin, onthe OMEP-
UNICEF project for training of personnel for
preschool programs. UNICEF will fund that
project.

Inour own region Ginette Beausg our,
president of OM EP Canada, reportsthat
they have anumber of projectsunderway.
They havereceived excellent mediacoverage
for their Alphabet Primer for Peace(in
French) anditisbeing widely distributed,
primarily in Quebec. OMEP Haiti members
continuetowork hard under thereality of the
gtuaioninther country.

Future plansfor World OMEPinclude
meetingin Tromsg, Norway August 6 - 11,
2006 and in Mexico City in July 2007.

L eah Adams- VicePresident for
North Americaand theCaribbean
lesh.adams@emich.edu

OMEP-USNC
Spring Board
Mesting
Washington, DC,
May 14, 2005

North America & the Caribb
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ThisisthenewsfromRegion|. Itincludesvari-
ouswaysmembershave participated inimpor-
tant care and education programsfor children
and how they have shared their international
experiencesand programswith other educa-
tors. For theyears 2004-5, Region | has 30
members. All memberswho had emailswere
contacted to request information for thisnews-
letter and 7 responses were received. Four
emailswerereturned undeliverable. All Re-
gion| membersareencouraged to updatetheir
email and phone addresses and to send rel-
evant newsto apagano29@yahoo.com.

KateKolchin, Carol D’ Arcy andAnne O’ Nelll
represented OMEP at ameeting of the NGO
Working Group on Education at the UNICEF
Housein New York City onApril 21%. Dur-
ingther meetingAnneprovidedinformationand
photos about her recent trip to Peru and her
visit to an excellent day care center in
Mirdflores, Peru, gracioudy arranged by Sra.
Maribel Cormack Lynch, Vice-President of
the National Committee of OMEP-Peru.
Carol plans to go to the World Forum in
Montreal inMay.

In November, 2004, Diane Levin, Wheel ock
College Professor, attended the Working Fo-
rum Belfast, “ Building Bridges: Hedling Com-
munitiesthrough Childcare,” wheresheserved
astheleader of theseminar held for theWork-
ing Team. TheWorking Forum, asmdler ver-
sion of the World Forum on Early Care and
Education focuseson asingletopic. Working
Team memberswereinvited to partici pate be-
causethey areliving in communitiesaffected
by violence and conflict, including Albania,
Nepa, Northern Ireland, PapuaNew Guinea,
the Philippinesand South Africa. They shared
information about the nature of conflictsoc-
curringintheir countries, how they seethevio-

lenceaffecting childrenand families, and pro-
gramsand policiesthey have helped createto
support the needs of children and familiesin
themidst of violence. Thisisthebeginning of
effortsby the World Forum Foundation (part
of Child Care Exchange) to build agloba net-
work of early childhood educatorswho share
information and resources on these issues.
Dianewill continue participatewith theWork-
ing Team at theWorld Forum Montrea inMay.
TheWorking Forum Belfast was co-sponsored
by the World Forum Foundation and NIPPA
(theearly childhood organization of Northern
Ireland). NIPPA hasinvited Dianetoreturnto
Northern Ireland in June where she will be
teachingameadter classon supporting children’'s
learninginviolettimesaswell asconductinga
workshop at NIPPA’sannual conference.

Suzanne Miller, Associate Professor of Edu-
cation the State University of New York Col-
lege at Oneonta (SUCO) spent part of her re-
cent sabbatical in Chuuk, Micronesia, agroup
of idandsin the Pacific, where she had served
asaPeace CorpsVolunteer inthelate sixties.
As aPeace Corps Volunteer she had helped
bring Head Start to Micronesiaand in her re-
turntotheidandssheenjoyedteachingacourse
to Head Start staff and visiting many centers
throughout the Truk Lagoon. Sheand her part-
ner, Walter vom Saal, made aresearch onthe
“ Strengths and Struggles of aPacific Island
Peoples,” which they connected to the UN
Millennium Development Goals. Thisyear
Suzanne has presented theresearchin several
venuesincluding the Tri-County Chapter of
New York AEY C and the SUCO Faculty Re-
search Program.

ZannaMcKay, Assistant Professor of Educa-
tionand Readingat SUNY Collegeat Oneonta
(SUCO) isabrand new member of OMEP.

-



Sherecently returned from atwo-year assgn-
ment in Mali, West Africa, where she was
teaching studentsat theAmerican Internationa
School of Bamako, Mali. Eachyear shetook
her studentsto livefor aweek with the Dogon
people. Thecliff-dwelling Dogon are one of
thelast of the indigenous peopleswho have
not been converted, but have maintained their
worldview for hundredsof years. Her students
shared their beliefsand va ueswith Dogon chil-
dren their age and Zanna wrote about these
experiences. Shepresented, “Learning from
theDogon: Culturdly-Reevant Teeching” a the
SUCO faculty conviviumonApril 13",

In October, 2004, AliciaPagano, wasan In-
vited Professor at Queen Rambhai Bharni
Rajabhat University in Chantaburi, Thailand.
She presented aseminar on“CurriculumIs-
suesWhen aCollege BecomesaUniversity.”
Inaddition, shedia ogued on current academic
issueswithfaculty at the campusEarly Child-
hood Teaching Center. In February, 2005,
Aliciaretired fromtheeducationfaculty at New
Jersey City University (NJCU). At retirement
sheinaugurated aspecial scholarship fundto
ass st NJCU studentsto study abroad thus pro-
viding opportunitiesto expand global under-
standing. Tax-deductiblegiftscanbegivenin
her nameto* New Jersey City University Foun-
dation” for * Student Study Abroad Scholar-
ship Fund” and sent to John Nevin, VP Uni-
versity Advancement, 2039 Kennedy Blvd.
Jersey City, NJ07305-1597.

AliciaPagnano - Region 1 Representative

Address: P.O. Box 313

Unadilla, New York 13849
Phone: (607) 369-9050
E-Mall: apagano29@yahoo.com

He prayed-

It wasn't my religion.
He ate-

It wasn't what | ate.
He spoke-

It wasn't my language.
He dressed-

It wasn't what | wore.
He took my hand-

It wasn't the color of mine.

But when he laughed-

It was how | laughed,
And when he cried-

It was how | cried.

-Amy Maddox,
Underneath We' re All the Same.

www,kimand jason.com. Copyright Jason W. Kotecki
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ConferencePresentation on OMEP
“Norway- 2006! Here We Come!”, a
PowerPoint presentation on child carein
Norway and aninvitationto participatein
the OMEPWorld Assembly to beheld in
Norway in 2006, was my presentation at
theannual OMEP Breakfast at the ACEI
Conferencein Washington, DC, onMarch
25, 2005. Includedinthe presentationwere
photosfrom my work with child care cen-
ter staff devel opment in Norway and aper-
sonal greeting from Liv Cranner, President
of OMEP-Norway. The Norwegian Em-
bassy inWashington provided twofull-color
brochuresand maps of Norway for partici-
pants. The Children’sDay Song and pro-
moationd informationandamembership bro-
churewere also placed at each place set-
ting. Theopportunity to join OMEP was
givento attendeeswith 10+ new members

joining.

- Regional Report - Region |




Contact with regional members

Email wasused to update memberson
NAEY Cinternationa events, the Tsunami
Apped andfollow-ups, and the upcoming
Regiona Representativevacancy onthe
OMEP-USNC Board. Updated email
addresseswere obtained from and ex-
changed with Milly Cowles, Treasurer.
Thosewithout email weremailed paper
copiesof thecommunication.

Cochairingthe OM EP Poster Session
Together with JohnettaMorrison, | amagain
organizingthe OMEP Poster Sessiontotake
placein Washington, D.C., on December 9,
2005, at OMEP sInternationa Social
Conversation Hour at theNAEY CAnnua
Conference. A Call for Proposalswas
included in the 2004 Poster Session booklet
and will appear inthe OMEP-USNC News-
letter Summer 2005 and on the OM EP-
USNC webpage. Thethemefrom the 2004
Poster Sessionwill berepeated: The Young
Years: Zero to Three, Preschool and
Primary Care and Education. The dead-
linefor proposalsisOctober 15, 2005.

Film Festival Committee

| aminvestigating the potentia for using films
fromthe Norwegian Film Intitute (http:/
www.norway.org.uk/cultureffilm/fedivals/
FIm+Fedivashtm) (hitp://mww.nfi.no/
english/) and the Norwegian International
Children’sFIm Festival (http:/

www2 filmweb.no/kristiansandkino/
barnefilmfestivaen/englisty) for the OMEP
Film Festival tobeheldat NAEYCin
Washington, DC, in December, 2005.
Besidesshowing filmsthat haveareputation
for excellence, thiswould offer OMEP-
USNC the opportunity to publicizeandraise
interest inthe OM EPWorld Assembly and
International Seminar totakeplacein
Tromsg, Norway, August 8-11, 2006. Other

ideasarea so being investigated, i.e., con-
tacting the cel ebrity narratorsfrom

UNICEF s*What'sGoing On?’ video series
toinvitethemto participatein OMEP sfilm
fedival.

Resolution & Advocacy Committee
-OMEPChildren’sDay continuesto evolve.
Thenew OMEP-USNC website has space
designated for Children’sDay updates. The
intended posting of activity ideasona
monthly basisto the OMEP website has
languished. Moreinputisneeded from
membersin order to makethissuccessful.
-TheWorld OMEP Tsunami Appeal took
place from Februaryl-March 20, 2005. In
my capacity asnewd etter editor and advo-
cacy committeemember, | led thepublicity
campaign executed collaboratively by the
OMEP-USNC Board. EdnaRanck and |
created documentsfor distribution by mem-
bersto mediaoutletsand persona networks.

Election Committee

| am chairing the El ection Committeefor
2005. Thecommittee hasnominated excel-
lent candidates. Theballotswill goout to
membersinlate summer/early fal with short
biographies, photosand vison statements
from each candidate.

OMEP-USNC Newsletter

The OMEP-USNC Winter 2005 Newsl etter,
which| edited, wasahugeissue of forty
pagesduelargely to the Tsunami Appea and
theneedto publicizeit.

LitaHaddal -Region 2 Representative
Wisconsin Child Care Information Center
2109 S Stoughton Rd

Madison, W1 53716

608/ 224-5388

lita haddal @dpi.State.wi.us

GREAT
LAKES

- Regional Report - Region ||
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Resolution & Advocacy Committee Report
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Resolution and Advocacy Committee:
Dodie Sailor, LitaHaddal, EdnaRanck

Resolution and Advocacy Committee Goalsfor 2005

1. Promote and expand OMEP-USNC Children’s Day in order to:
a increaserespect and improve conditionsfor all children,
b. work towardsthe U.S. passage of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
and theimplementation inthe classroom of someof theserights, and
c. increase membership by reaching potentia membersand providing themwith
something tangibleonwhichtowork.
2. Continue as OM EP members and as an organi zation to work to:
a. support thefirst World OMEPWork Program: BirthtoAgeThree
b. improve conditionsfor all childreninthe United Statesand worldwide.
3. Createasub-committeeon publicity or public relationsto
a. create documentsfor the mediaand an email groupserv of mediacontactsfor
digtributing OMEP newsguickly
b. toform policy guidelines, procedures, and strategiesfor future appeal efforts.

Activities

World OMEPWork Program: BirthtoAgeThree

Amy LinTan of Region 8reportsthat The 2004 National Zeroto Three Training Institutetook
placein Sacramento last December. Amy was one of the 25 scholarship recipientschosen from
Cdliforniaearly educatorsto attend the I nstitute. Sheisalso acertified trainer by WestEd for its
Programfor Infant Toddler Caregivers(PITC). Infact, WestEd isoffering aseriesof PITC
training acrossCaliforniafor homevisitors. Thisisanew effort in addition to other programs
funded by the Child Development Division of the State Department of Education. Insum, all
these eventsand activitiescertainly contributeto the support for children 0to 3.

Moreinformation on USNC'ssupport of thefirst World OMEPWork Program: Birthto Age
Threewill beinareport for World OMEPby Judy Estes, GeorgiannaDuarte, Judy
McConnell, and Jean Simpson.

The European version of thereport isaready on OMEP snew website.

USNC-OMEP’sChildren’sDay-November 20

After writing several updatesfor the OMEP-USNC website, it was decided to develop a
Children'sDay packet instead. Thiswill include bi-monthly themesaongwith activitiesto
honor all children and to promote abetter understanding of their needsand rightsashuman

beings

-



Plansare underway for aChildren’s Day proposal for the 2005 OMEP Poster Session at
NAEY C. Please shareyour ideaswith thiscommittee as soon as possible on waysto cel ebrate
children on Nov. 20" and throughout the year.

Children’sDay Stickerswill beavailableagainfor NAEY C.. They will includeOMEP s
website.

OMEP Tsunami Appeal 2005

Special thanksto OM EP-USNC memberswho contributed over $4000 to this Tsunami

Apped.

1.  Anaticleincorporatinginformation on UNICEF rdief effortswith thegoasof the
OMEPTsunami Appedl as stated by World OM EP President Selma Simonstein was
written by LitaHaddal for general distribution.

An appedl letter, dso by LitaHaddal, wassent to all theregional representativeswith
instructionsfor forwarding theletter to newsoutletsin the statesin their regions.

2. A pressrelease, by EdnaRanck, wasdistributed to all regional representatives. Instruc-
tionsfor contacting newsoutletsinthe statesintheir regionsweregiven.

3. Thepressreleaseand articlewere sent to Roger Neugebaurer, of Child CareInformation
Exchange magazine, for posting on the Electronic newd etter, Exchange Everyday.

4. A sampleapped letter tofriendsand email contactsby EdnaRanck wassent to all board
members.

5. AnAppea Updatewas sent to al board membersby Kate Kolchinwho, together with
Carol Darcy, liaisoned with UNICEF Program Officer Nurper Ulkuer regarding the
UNICEF-OMEP collaborative project to come out of the Appeal.

6. Six pagesof the OMEP-USNC Winter Newd etter 2005 were dedicated to the Tsunami
Apped. The promotiona materialsand Kate'supdate wereincluded.

7.  Lettersonthestatusof theAppeal fund were sent to al membersin Regions2 and 3 by
their regional representatives, LitaHaddal and EdnaRanck, and copies sent to board
membersbeforethe closing date of theAppeal. Other Regional Representativeswere
encouraged tofollow suite.

Thanksto those of you who hel ped makethisreport possible, toall of youwho supported
OMEPIn contributing to the Tsunami Appeal and those who presented materialsat various
conferences (or in other ways) supporting advocacy.
We still need regional repsto find one person who would hel pwithideasfor Children’sDay
projectsor working with publicity.
Resolutionsand Advocacy Chair
Dor othy Sailor
Fullerton College
Address: 2255 SkylineDrive
Fullerton, CA 92831-1103
Phone: (714) 879-4169 Home
Fax: (714) 879-4169 Fax
E-Mail: dorothysailor@juno.com

OMEP-USNC
Spring Board
Mesting
Washington, DC,
May 14, 2005
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TheWorld OMEP Tsunami Appeal took placefrom February1-March 20, 2005. The Tsunami
Appea wasatruegrassrootseffort on the part of OMEP-USNC. Notimewasallowed for
normal designation of acommittee or assignment of |eadership duties. Communicationwith
board membersand members occurred through email correspondence. In her capacity as
news etter editor and advocacy committee member, LitaHaddal spearheaded the publicity
campaign executed collaboratively by the OMEP-USNC Board. Alongwith EdnaRanck, she
created documentsfor distribution by membersto mediaoutletsand personal networks. Six
pages of the OMEP-USNC Winter 2005 Newsdl etter was dedi cated to the Tsunami Appeal .

Milly Cowles, OMEP-USNC Treasurer, collected the donations, which reached over
$4,000 at the close of the appeal period.

Thefollowing articlesand communication pieceswere created for the Tsunami Appeal for
OMEP-USNC members' use:

Apped flyer

PressRelease

Articlefor ExchangeEveryDay nationd e-letter

Instructionsfor contacting the mediain each region (www.congress.org/congressorg/
dba/media)

Update on UNICEF collaboration project

Instructionsfor craft projectsto support worldwiderelief efforts

For moreinformation regarding the Tsunami Appedl, pleaserefer to the Committeefor Resolu-
tion & Advocacy and the Winter 2005 i ssue of the OMEP-USNC Newsl etter.

OMEPthanksthefollowing generous contributors:
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Bright Star @ Mid-Coast PresCh Child Dev Centers/ Irvine CA
Com. Child Care Council of SonomaCo Dr. Saly J Kilmer
SylviaM. Pecsenye Ms.Ardath E. Lilldland
The ChildrensGarden Maryann Manning
Rainbow Children Janet B. McCracken
Dr.LeshAdams Dr. SusanA. Miller
Dr. Jerry Aldridge Mrs. Margaret Mueller
KathrynAschlimn Mrs. Dorothy Sailor
Dr. BettyeM. Caldwell Dr. Noriko Saito
Mrs. JudithA. David MamieSdlers
Dr. Carol Brunson Day Dr. MarilynM. Smith
First Presbyterian Church Preschool Program Mr. John V. Surr

12 LitaHaddal Ms. Mary E. Wehking

DaleneHarrison Dr. Lenore P. Wineberg
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Free Books Available

TheLiteracy Empowerment Foundation, a
501(c)3 nonprofit organization hasavailable
freebooksfor kindergarten through third
grade. LEF distributesover twomillion
books per year to the 17,000 schoolsthat it

L ooking for aconferenceroomate
to share expensesor to make your
conference experiencemore

companionable? servesall acrossthe USA.
PhoneLitaHaddal at (608) 224-
5388 to make aconnection with If you or any educator you know would like
another OMEPmember planning to find out how to receivefree booksfor
to attend the NAEY C conference young students, pleasegoto

in December. www.lefbooks.org.

Thesebookswill beavailableon afirst
come, first servebas's.

For moreinformation and an order form, go
00 0000000000000 0000000000000 to:httD://LEFbooksorqorphone

Fighting Homesickness & (/17 7916210

Literacy Empowerment Foundation
6323 Sadlem Park Circle
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17050

Phone: (717) 791-6210

Web site: http://L EFbooks.org

E-mall: info@literacyempowerment.org

If you havelived abroad, you will have experi-
enced homesicknessfor favoritefoods. Mak-
ingthemisnot dwayseasy if trandating
measurementsinto the metric system, tempera-
turesinto Celsiusor finding substitutionsfor
ingredientsnot commonly found outsidethe
U.S. Therearetwo websitesthat can be
accessed worldwidethat canhelp dleviate
thoseproblems!

Opportunities

Visit www.allrecipes.comtofind your

|
favoritedishesincupsor grams. This
stewill dsoautomaticaly adjust the
recipeto suite the number of servings | f you actuajly look like
desired. your passport photo,
N _ you aren’'t well enough
m Vistwww.your-msn-emotions.comy

. ; ; ; to travel.
recipesto find recipesthat duplicate your

favorite name-brand restaurant foods
fromtheU.S. Thiscanasobeawon-
derful way to share American recipes
withfriendsin other countries.

-Vivian Fuchs.
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Television Viewing May Interfere With Important
Family Interactions and the Developmental Needs of
Babies and Children

On average, American families report that-

«  Timespent between parentsand children in meaningful conversation per day —5-1/2
minutes

»  Timespent by adults per day watching TV —4 hours

*  Timespent by children per day watching TV —4 hours, 42 minutes

e TVisoninthehome 7hoursand 40 minutes per day

* Familieswho“aways’ or “often” watch TV whileeating meals—40 %

» Percentage of householdswith children age 0-6—99%

»  Percentage of householdswith 3or more TVs—50%

» Percentageof children ages8-16 withaTV intheir bedroom—56%

e Percentageof children age 6 and under withaTV intheir bedroom—36%

Parents * Averageannua TV viewing timeadultsand children spend —2 monthsper year
spen d 60 » Bytheageof 70, an average adult will have watched 7-10 yearsworth of television.
timesmor e By theage of 65, theaverage adult will have seen 2 million commercials.
; Per year, theaverage viewer will witnessat |east 10,000 rapes, assaultsand murders.

time per « Bytheageof 18, theaverage child will havewitnessed 200,000 violent acts.
d ay with * 4-to6-year-old children who would rather spend timewith TV than Dad —54%

. » Theaverage child spendsmoretimewatching TV thanin school (1,023 vs. 900
their TV hours
than » Percent of screentimechildren age 7 and older spend without their parents—91 %
convers ng * Theaveragechildisexposedto at least 40,000 tel evision commercials per year.

. . * Programsdesignedfor childrenarefiveto six timemoreviolent than adult TV.
with therr In primetime showsthereare 3-5 violent actsper hour. In Saturday morning kids
children! showsthere are 20-25 violent acts per hour.

» Hoursof screentime shown to negatively affect academic achievement —10 or more
per week
*  Number of hourskidsage 2-17 spend viewing TV —20 or more per week, whichis
moretimethanisspent in any other activity besidessegping
Potential Effects Of Uncontrolled Television Viewing For FamiliesAnd Children
Inaddition to negative effectson family interactionsand rel ationships, uncontrolled television
viewing can have harmful effectson children’slearning, thinking, attitudes, decision-making,
values, socia behaviorsand physical hedth. TV viewingisreplacing activitiesin children’s
u livesthat their adultswould rather they bedoing ( thingslike playing with friends, physical

activity, freshair, reading, homework, chores, spending timewith their parents).
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Timespent watching TV takesaway fromimportant social interactionswith family and peers.
Likewise, TV timetakesaway from other developmentd activitiesand decreasestime spentin
projects, sports, music, art or other activitiesthat requiretime, attention, problem solving, or
practiceto becomeskillful.

Research studiesare showing actual changesin brain devel opment and structurefromtelevision
viewing, which harmachild’sability tolearn and functionin aschool setting. TV discourages
and replacesreading. Reading requires much more concentration and critica thinking than
television, and isfar better for achild’ sbrain development in the areas of language and thought.
ThemoreTV time children spend, theworsethey performin school, with lower motivation and
cregtivedhility.

Similar to brain wave patternswhilewatching TV, the body’ s metabolic rate goeseven lower
than during rest. Thismeansthat apersonwould burnfewer calorieswhilewatching TV than
whenjugt sitting quietly doing nothing.

Children who consistently watch morethan 10 hoursof TV per week are much morelikely to
be overweight and at greater risk of associated health problems. TV promotesasedentary
lifestyleand discouragesexercise. Aninactivelife style setsbad habitsand | eadsto poor
physical fithess now and down theroad.

Psychological research hasidentified 3mgjor effectsof seeingviolenceontelevison:
1. Children may becomelesssensitiveto the pain and suffering of others
2. Childrenmay be morefearful of theworld around them
3. Children (and asthey grow into adulthood) are morelikely to behavein aggressiveor
harmful waystoward others.

on U.S. Children

Sources:

American Academy of Pediatrics
American Medical Association
American Psychological Association
The Center for Media Literacy
TV-Turnoff Network

National Institute of Health

| mpact of Media Environment

National Institute of Mental Health Compiled by
National PTA Mary Wood,
Center for Disease Control Universty of
Parents’ Television Council Wisconsn

National Television Violence Sudy ExtensonFamily

The National Institute on Media & the Family Living Program.
Sanford University Quantitative Sudy of Society Young Families,
June 2005.

For moreinformation visit theAlliancefor aMediaLiterateAmericaat: www.AMLAINnfo.org
or phone, 1-888-775-AMLA.
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Call for Proposals

OMEP Poster Session 2005

Theme: The Young Years: Zero to Three, Preschool and
Primary Care and Education

OMEP Poster Session
OMEP International Social Conversation Hour
NAEYC 2005 Annual Conference
Washington, DC
December 9, 2005

This poster session is designed to address the goals listed below. Posters should present information that
focuses on these goals. All proposals undergo a blind review process. Proposals will be evaluated on
overall quality as well as the degree to which they support the goals of the OMEP poster session.

Goals of the Poster Session:
Itis intended that this event will provide opportunities for OMEP members to:

1. Access awider forum of professionals for sharing and discussing research, curriculum ideas,
and teaching practices related to Early Childhood Education.

2. Become more aware of current state, national and international policy issues and how they affect
children, families, and communities.

3. Examine replicable strategies for working on issues involving the global welfare of children.

4. Inspire others to make a relevant difference in the lives of Early Childhood educators and the
children they serve.



Session Format:
Poster sessions may present research, curriculum highlights, teaching strategies, policy issues, com-
parative studies, etc. Special attention will be given to presentations focusing on the theme and repli-
cable initiatives.

Posters should be displayed on 2’ x 3’ poster board with a support brace attached to the back to hold it in
an upright position on one half of a display table. A bifold poster display board may also be used. Space
in front of the poster may be used for handouts or further display. These are general guidelines; variations
may be negotiated.

Authors’ Table—If you have published a book within the last two years and would like to have it displayed
at the conference, please send a complete citation of the book so that it can be listed in the program.
Authors are expected to provide copies of books for display and sale.

Submission Guidelines:
Please submit in electronic format via e-mail or FAX:
1. Cover page including:
A. Title
B. Author(s) contact information (names, addresses, phone numbers and email addresses).
Authors will be contacted via email.
C. Please indicate if authors are members of OMEP.

2. Proposal Description (1 page maximum) including:
A. Title
B. Goals of the conference to be addressed in this proposed session
C. Abstract

Submission Deadline: Proposals must be RECEIVED BY October 15, 2005.

Send Proposals to: E-mail: morrisonj@missouri.edu
FAX: 573-884-5550

Please direct questions via e-mail to: morrisonj@missouri.edu

The OMEP Poster Session and International Conversation Hour will be held on Friday, December 9,
2005, Washington, D.C. Time and location will be announced at a later date. Please refer to the fall
issue of the OMEP-USNC Newsletter or the OMEP-USNC website for updated information.

On behalf of OMEP-USNC,

Johnetta Wade Morrison Lita Haddal

314 Gentry Hall Child Care Information Center
Human Development and Family Studies 2109 S. Stoughton Rd.
University of Missouri Madison, WI 53716
Columbia, MO 65211-7040 lita.haddal@dpi.state.wi.us
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Advocacy
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During the OMEP Tsunami Appeal, you were asked to apped to your "network” to
give. How isthat done? We sent out lettersand newsreleasesfor you to useto let
people know theimportance and urgency of the project.

But heré'show it really happens...

March 23, 2005

DearNephew,

...Last Wednesday I told my knitting group [of college kids]
about your mom’s Early Childhood initiative for the 100,000
tsunami orphans. And I left the place with $10.00 . That en-
couraged me to mention it to my quilting friends the next day,
and they dug into their purses for a buck or two — another
$14.00. Then my mother-in-law when | took her to the doctor.
Then the people who hang around the coffee-maker during Sun-
day School. Anyway, in a week of hitting up friends for “a buck
—or less”, I have $55.98. Good people, huh?! The fact is, most
of them would probably give me ten if | asked. 1’'m too timid.
Next time!

Love, Your Auntie

Therewill beanexttime. That isthenatureof OMEP. Childrenworldwide, at
home and abroad, need help. Thetsunami "appea” wasactually the"kickoff" of what
will bean ongoing project. Wereyou too timid? Take courage and ask again.

You-all means a race or section,
Family, party, tribe or clan;

You-all means the whole connection
Of the individual man.

-You-All; The Richmond Times-Dispatch.



July 10-15, 2005

Seminar Of The World Organization For
Preschool Education (OMEP)

7th International Meeting on Initial and
Preschool Education of The Latin Ameri-
can Center of References for Preschool
Education (CELEP)

World Assembly and Meeting of The
OMEP Executive

Havana, Cuba

Contact: AnaMaria Siberio Gomez

Phone: (537) 202-2259

Fax:. (537) 204\-5242

Email: celep@rimed.cu/ celep@ceniai.inf.cu
Email: omep2005@desoft.cu

Web: http://www.|oseventos.cu/omep2005
Web: http://www.omep.org.uk/

September 28-October 1, 2005
Kaleidoscope: Changing I mages of
Childhood — Early Childhood Australia’s
Biennial Conference

Brisbane, Australia

Contact: Early Childhood Australia

Phone: + 61 7 3368 2644

Fax: + 617 3369 3731

Email: eca2005@ccm.com.au

Web: http://www.eca2005.com/

homepage.html

December 7-10, 2005

NAEY C (National Association for
theEducation of Young Children)
Annual Conference& Expo
Washington DC

Contact: NAEY C Conference Dept.

1509 16th St. N.W.

Washington DC 20036

Phone: 1-800-424-2460, ext. 11211
Fax: 1-708-344-4444

Email: conference@naeyc.org

Web: www.naeyc.org

Liv Cranner with LitaHaddal, OMEP-USNC
Regional Representativefor the Great Lakes
Region, whilevisitingin Norway, 2003.

OMEP WORLD ASSEMBLY
AUGUST 2006

Greetings from Norway! On behalf of OMEP-
Norway, let mebethefirst towel comeyou to next
year's OM EPWorld Assembly, August 8-9, and
International Seminar, August 10-11, in Tromsg.
We arevery excited about the conference.

The conferencethemeis” TheLittle Big Discov-
erer” which dealswith children 0-3 yearsof age,
and the new research going onregarding thoseim-
portant yearswith practical applications. Wehope
to havelotsof contact withthelocal day care cen-
tersand have been given thekey to thecity by the
mayor.

Together with our co-sponsor, the University of
Tromst, weare planning adynamicmix of research
reports and hands-on workshops. Besidestrips
to centers, wewill beoffering sightseeing toursin
the spectacular nature of northern Norway and
Spittsbergen.

Comeexperiencethe Midnight Sun and the gener-
ous hospitality of the peopleof Troms¢. For those
who have questions, pleasefed freeto contact me
at liv@cranner.comor visit the OMEP-Norway
websiteat www.omep.no.

Withal best wishes,
Liv Cranner, President, OM EP-Norway

International Conferences %@
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